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Gener al  

1. R eport  of the Infrastruc tur e and Li veability C ommittee - meeting 9 March 2020 

 

 

Report of the Infrastructure and 
Liveability Committee - meeting 9 March 
2020 

         
 

AUTHOR: Manager Governance Operations 
REPORT DATE: 12 March 2020 

 
 

 
The Committee had before it the report of the Infrastructure and Liveability Committee 
meeting held 9 March 2020. 
 

Recommendati on 

 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the report of the Infrastructure and Liveability Committee meeting held on 9 March 
2020, be noted. 
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Unconfir med Minutes of Infrastr ucture and Li veability C ommi ttee 9/03/2020 

 

REPORT 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND LIVEABILITY 
COMMITTEE 
9 MARCH 2020 

 
 
 
 
PRESENT: Councillors J Diffey, D Gumley, A Jones, S Lawrence,  G Mohr and J Ryan. 
 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
The Chief Executive Officer, the Executive Manager Governance and Internal Control, the 
Manager Governance Operations, the Community Support Officer, the Communications 
Partner, the Director Organisational Performance, the Director Culture and Economy, the 
Director Infrastructure, the Director Development and Environment, the Director Liveability, 
the Manager Community Services and the Sister City Officer. 
 
Councillor G Mohr assumed chairmanship of the meeting. 
 
The proceedings of the meeting commenced at 5:40 pm. 
    
 
ILC20/5 REPORT OF THE INFASTRUCTURE AND LIVEABILITY COMMITTEE - MEETING 10 

FEBRUARY 2020 (ID20/147) 
The Committee had before it the report of the Infrastructure and Liveability Committee 
meeting held 10 February 2020. 
 
Moved by Councillor S Lawrence and seconded by Councillor D Gumley 
 
MOTION 
That the report of the Infrastructure and Liveability Committee meeting held on 10 
February 2020, be noted. 

CARRIED 
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 ILC20/6 2019 SISTER CITY STUDENT EXCHANGE VISITS BY DUBBO STUDENTS  TO 

MINOKAMO AND WUJIANG (ID20/93) 
The Committee had before it the report dated 17 February 2020 from the Sister Cities Officer 
regarding 2019 Sister City Student Exchange visits by Dubbo Students  to Minokamo and 
Wujiang. The Committee was addressed by Sam Hagan (Student) and Ben Palmer 
(Chaperone) representating the Minokamo Student Exchange and Felicity Newton 
(Chaperone) representing the Wujiang Student Exchange regarding this matter. 
 
Moved by Councillor A Jones and seconded by Councillor D Gumley. 
 
MOTION  
That the report from the Sister Cities Officer dated 17 February 2020, be noted. 

CARRIED 
 
ILC20/7 NEIGHBOURHOOD SHOPPING PRECINCT CCTV GRANT FUNDING TO INCLUDE 

WELLINGTON (ID20/56) 
The Committee had before it the report dated 29 January 2020 from the Social Justice 
Coordinator regarding Neighbourhood Shopping Precinct CCTV Grant Funding to include 
Wellington. 
 
Moved by Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor D Gumley 
 
MOTION 
1. That the report of the Social Justice Coordinator dated 29 January 2020, be noted. 
2. That Council consider expanding the Neighbourhood Shopping Precinct CCTV Grant 

Funding program to include businesses outside of the area covered by the Council CCTV 
system in the recognised shopping precinct in Wellington (the Mitchell Hwy from 
Goolma Road to the Roundabout on the Corner of Maughan and Arthur Streets with the 
inclusion of Swift Street). 

 
Moved by Councillor S Lawrence and seconded by Councillor D Gumley 
 
AMENDMENT 
That the report of the Social Justice Coordinator dated 29 January 2020 be deferred to the 
next Ordinary meeting of Council, scheduled for 23 March 2020. 
 
The amendment on being put to the meeting was carried.     CARRIED 
 
The amendment then became the motion and on being put to the meeting was carried. 

CARRIED 
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ILC20/8 2020 ANZAC DAY CEREMONIES - DUBBO REGIONAL COUNCIL AREA 

(ID20/143) 
The Committee had before it the report dated 2 March 2020 from the Senior Traffic Engineer 
regarding 2020 Anzac Day Ceremonies - Dubbo Regional Council Area. 
 
Moved by Councillor A Jones and seconded by Councillor J Diffey 
 
MOTION 
That Council approval be granted to the Returned and Services League Sub-branch in Dubbo 
and Wellington and the Stuart Town Advancement Association to undertake their 
respective Anzac Day Marches on Saturday 25 April 2020, and implement road closures and 
detours as conditioned by Transport for NSW, NSW Police and Council's following 
conditions of consent: 
1. Dubbo:  

a. For the Dawn Service and Anzac Day March temporary road closures are to be 
provided: 

 Dawn Service in Darling Street between Talbragar and Wingewarra Streets 
from 5.00 am to 6.30 am. 

 Anzac Day March in Brisbane Street between Wingewarra and Serisier 
streets and Wingewarra Street between Darling and Brisbane streets from 
9.00 am to 10.45 am. 

 Wingewarra Street from Brisbane to Macquarie streets and Macquarie 
Street from Wingewarra to Talbragar streets from 10.15 am to 11.00 am. 

 Talbragar Street from Macquarie Street to Memorial Drive, Victoria Park, 
from 10.45 am to 11.15 am, Darling Street from Talbragar to Wingewarra 
streets from 10.15 am. 

 Wingewarra Street between Darling and Brisbane streets  as directed by 
the NSW Police at the conclusion of the Cenotaph service at approximately 
12.00 noon to 12.30 pm. 

 Council’s Traffic Control Plan TM7084 (attached as Appendix 5) is to be 
used for the event. 

 Submission of a Traffic Management Plan and Traffic Control Plan to 
Council for approval with the Traffic Control Plan submitted a minimum 
three weeks prior to the event. All traffic control measures contained in 
the Plan are to be in accordance with Australian Standard AS1742.3 and 
the RMS ‘Traffic Control at Worksites Manual’ prepared by an accredited 
person. 

b. Traffic controllers and/or trained Marshalls are to be provided at all road 
closure points, and other locations as identified in the Event and Traffic 
Management Plans (attached as Appendices 1 and 2).  

c. Council's Manager Governance and Internal Control must sight a copy of the 
Public Liability Insurance Policy for a minimum amount of $20 million on which 
Dubbo Regional Council and NSW Police are specifically noted to be indemnified 
against any action resulting from the event.  

d. The applicant is responsible for the provision of all traffic controls required for 
the event (ie Marshalls, traffic barriers and signs).  
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e. A public notification is required for the Anzac Day March a minimum of seven 
days prior to the event.  

f. The applicant is to forward a letter to Council with all the required 
documentation accepting the above conditions before final approval will be 
granted. 

2. Wellington:  
a. For the Anzac Day March a temporary road closure is to be provided on the 

Mitchell Highway, between Nanima Crescent and Lee Street and between 
Maughan and Whiteley streets from 10.45 am to 11.00 am, with the detour via 
Arthur, Warne, Percy and Whiteley streets. Council’s Traffic Control Plan 
Wellington Anzac Detour is to be used for this event (Appendix 2).  

b. The applicant is to gain consent from Transport for NSW for the closure and 
detour of the Mitchell Highway and Road Occupancy Licence with evidence 
provided to Council of such approval and conditions as warranted.  

c. Submission of a Traffic Management Plan and Traffic Control Plan to Council for 
approval, with the Traffic Control Plan submitted a minimum three weeks prior 
to the event. All traffic control measures contained in the Plan are to be in 
accordance with Australian Standard AS1742.3 and the RMS ‘Traffic Control at 
Worksites Manual’ prepared by an accredited person. 

d. Traffic controllers and/or trained Marshalls are to be provided at all road 
closure points, and other locations as identified in the Event and Traffic 
Management Plans. 

e. Council’s Manager Governance and Internal Control must sight a copy of the 
Public Liability Insurance Policy for a minimum amount of $20 million on which 
Dubbo Regional Council, Transport for NSW and NSW Police are specifically 
noted to be indemnified against any action resulting from the event. 

f. The applicant is responsible for the provision of all traffic controls required for 
the event (ie Marshalls, traffic barriers and signs). 

g. A public notification is required for the Anzac Day March a minimum of seven 
days prior to the event. 

h. The applicant is to forward a letter to Council with all the required 
documentation accepting the above conditions before final approval will be 
granted. 

3. Stuart Town:  
a. For the Anzac Day Ceremony a temporary road closure is to be provided in 

Molong Street, between the Burrendong Way (Alexander Street) and Bell Street 
from 8.00 am to 2.30 pm, with a detour of Molong Street via Burrendong Way 
and Bell Street. Council’s Traffic Control Plan TM 7175 (Appendix 3) is to be used 
for the event. 

b. Consent is required from the Transport for NSW for the event to utilise part of 
Burrendong Way between Molong and Bell streets as a detour with advice 
provided to Council.  

c. Submission of a Traffic Management Plan and Traffic Control Plan to Council for 
approval with the Traffic Control Plan to be submitted a minimum of three 
weeks prior to the event. All traffic control measures contained in the Plan are 
to be in accordance with Australian Standard AS1742.3 and the RMS ‘Traffic 
Control at Worksites Manual’ prepared by an accredited person. 
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d. Traffic controllers and/or trained Marshalls are to be provided at all road 
closure points, and other locations, as identified in the Event and Traffic 
Management Plans (Appendix 4). 

e. Council’s Manager Governance and Internal Control must sight a copy of the 
Public Liability Insurance Policy for a minimum amount of $20 million on which 
Dubbo Regional Council, Transport for NSW and NSW Police are specifically 
noted to be indemnified against any action resulting from the event. 

f. The applicant is responsible for the provision of all traffic controls required for 
the event (ie Marshalls, traffic barriers and signs). 

g. A public notification is required for the Anzac Day March a minimum of seven 
days prior to the event, with notification letters to be delivered to the affected 
residents within the road closure areas in the village. 

h.  The applicant is to forward a letter to Council with all the required 
documentation accepting the above conditions before final approval will be 
granted. 

CARRIED 
 
ILC20/9 2020 DUBBO MOTOR BIKE RALLY (ID20/144) 
The Committee had before it the report dated 2 March 2020 from the Senior Traffic Engineer 
regarding 2020 Dubbo Motor Bike Rally. 
 
Moved by Councillor J Diffey and seconded by Councillor D Gumley 
 
MOTION 
That approval be granted to Dubbo Motor Bike Rally Incorporated to undertake the 2020 
Dubbo Motor Bike Rally on Saturday 2 May 2020 between 6.00am and 6.00pm in 
accordance with the Event and Traffic Management Plans and Councils following conditions 
of consent: 

1. That a temporary  road closure be implemented in Talbragar Street between 
Macquarie Street and Darling Street with partial closures of Carrington Avenue 
and Brisbane Street between 6.00am and 6.00pm in accordance with the 
approved Traffic Management Plan and Traffic Control Plan – Dubbo, Talbragar 
Street, Road Closed 061219. 

2. That a temporary bus zone of 28m long be implemented on Friday 1 May 2020 and 
removed on Monday 4 May 2020 in Macquarie Street at the existing Bus Service J 
pole adjacent the Visitor Information Centre in accordance with Councils Plan TM 
7347. 

3. That approval be granted for the occupation of the Talbragar Street Railway 
Corridor and Darling Street public carparks. 

4. Submission of a Traffic Management Plan and Traffic Control Plan to Council for 
approval with the Traffic Control Plan submitted a minimum three (3) weeks prior 
to the event. All traffic control measures contained in the Plan are to be in 
accordance with Australian Standard AS1742.3 and the RMS’ ‘Traffic Control at 
Worksites Manual’ prepared by an accredited person. 

5. Traffic controllers and/or trained Marshalls are to be provided at all road closure 
points, and other locations as identified in the Event and Traffic Management 
Plans. 
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6. The applicant is responsible for the provision of all traffic controls required for the 
event (ie Marshalls, traffic barriers and signs).  

7. A public notification is required for the temporary road closures a minimum of 
seven (7) days prior to the event.  

8. Council's Manager Governance and Internal Control must sight a copy of the 
Public Liability Insurance Policy for a minimum amount of $20 million on which 
Dubbo Regional Council and NSW Police are specifically noted to be indemnified 
against any action resulting from the event.  

9. The applicant is to forward a letter to Council with all the required documentation 
accepting the above conditions before final approval will be granted. 

CARRIED 
   
 ILC20/10 LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
Requests for leave of absence were received from Councillors V Etheridge, D Grant, K Parker 
and B Shields who are absent on due to personal reasons. 
 
Moved by Councillor A Jones and seconded by Councillor J Ryan 
 
MOTION 
That such requests for leave of absence be accepted and Councillors V Etheridge, D Grant, K 
Parker and B Shields be granted leave of absence from this meeting 

CARRIED 
 
The meeting closed at 5:52pm. 
 
 
 
............................................................................... 
CHAIRMAN 
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2. Proposed Cl osure of Road Corridors - D ubbo Ci ty R egional Airport  

 

 

REPORT: Proposed Closure of Road 
Corridors - Dubbo City Regional Airport 

AUTHOR: Road Services Engineer 
REPORT DATE: 26 March 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/246         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Council has undertaken a review of road corridors located within Dubbo Regional Airport 
that are not used nor intended to be used as public roads. These road corridors currently 
occupy land that have a higher beneficial use to the airport if closed, maximise the use of this 
land and better define the boundaries of the Airport. The proposed road closures are Lots 1, 
2, 3 and 4 are indicated in Appendix 1.   
 
Council’s Infrastructure Strategy and Design Branch is planning the upgrade of services 
including underground power, telecommunications and pressure sewer, all of which run 
through this area. Upon closure, the closed road (Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4) will be consolidated into 
the Airport lot (refer to Appendix 2). 
 
The road corridors will vest in the Council upon closure, and the closed road corridors (Lots 1, 
2, 3 and 4) will be consolidated into the Airport lot. Council will bear the expenditures for 
such closures as per Part 4 Division 3 Roads Act 1993 - Closing of Council Public Roads by 
Councils. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There will be a nett cost to Council arising from this consent, with such cost including plan 
registration and survey plans etc. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
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Recommendati on 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1.  That Council Consent to the closure of the road corridors at the Dubbo City Regional 

Airport. 
2.  That Council proceed with Part 4 Division 3 Roads Act 1993 - Closing of Council Public 

Roads by Councils. 
3.  That Council report results of the processes back to Council for final decision to 

execute the road closure. 
4.  That the relevant documents be executed under Power of Attorney. 
 
 

Mano Manokaran 
Road Services Engineer  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Council has undertaken a review of road corridors located within Dubbo Regional Airport that 
are not used nor intended to be used as public roads. These road corridors currently occupy 
land that have a higher beneficial use to the Airport if closed, maximise the use of this land 
and better define the boundaries of the Airport. The proposed road closures are Lots 1, 2, 3 
and 4, and are indicated in Appendix 1.   
 
REPORT 
 
The Infrastructure Strategy and Design Branch is planning the upgrade of services including 
underground power, telecommunications and pressure sewer, all of which run through this 
area. Upon closure the closed road (Lots 1, 2, 3 and 4) will be consolidated into the Airport lot 
(refer Appendix 2). 
 
The road corridors are formed, however have been rarely maintained by Council. This action 
will enable the road corridors to be vested in Council upon closure and allow Council to 
consolidate the lots into the Airport lot.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
It is recommended that Council support the closing of the road corridors for the purpose of 
consolidating the Airport lot upon closure. 
 
 
 

Appendices: 
1⇩  Proposed Road Corridor Closures - Dubbo City Regional Airport   
2⇩  Consolidation of Lots - Dubbo City Regional Airport   
  



APPENDIX NO: 1 - PROPOSED ROAD CORRIDOR CLOSURES - DUBBO CITY 
REGIONAL AIRPORT 

 ITEM NO: ILC20/12 
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Proposed R oad C orridor Closures - D ubbo City R egional Air port  



APPENDIX NO: 2 - CONSOLIDATION OF LOTS - DUBBO CITY REGIONAL AIRPORT  ITEM NO: ILC20/12 
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Consolidati on of Lots - D ubbo City Regi onal Airpor t  
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3. Proposed Wal kway Closur es - East and West Dubbo 

 

 

REPORT: Proposed Walkway Closures - 
East and West Dubbo 

AUTHOR: Manager Infrastructure Delivery 
REPORT DATE: 30 March 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/278         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Council received requests from property owners adjacent to multiple walkways, to close the 
walkway due to anti-social activity and possible criminal activity in West Dubbo and East 
Dubbo. The walkways in question are listed in the table below. 
 
Council undertook community consultation for the proposed closure of the walkways in 
February 2020 and a total of 209 submissions were received via email, letter and an online 
survey form. A summary of responses is included as Appendix 1 and a copy of all comments 
received is attached to the report. In general, the comments focussed on two key issues: 
 

 Crime and anti-social behaviour: The main reason cited in many submissions in favour 
of the closures. Many of the submissions claim that the walkways increase and 
encourage criminal behaviour and leave them feeling unsafe. 

 Access: The main reason for opposing the closure. Several submissions argue that they 
use the walkways to access school bus routes or walk their dogs, and would be 
inconvenienced by taking alternative routes. 

 
West Dubbo 

Walkway # of 
responses 

In favour of 
closure 

Against 
closure 

Gumtree Avenue to Horizon Place 131 86.3% 13.7% 

Horizon Place to Meadowbank Drive 134 85.1% 14.9% 

Meadowbank Drive to Springfield Way 138 83.3% 16.7% 

MacKay Drive to public reserve  120 82.5% 17.5% 

Meurer Court to public reserve 121 81.0% 19.0% 

Rivergum Place to public reserve 126 82.5% 17.5% 

 
East Dubbo 

Walkway # of 
responses 

In favour of 
closure 

Against 
closure 

Lancaster Park Place to Carisbrook Park 115 78.3% 21.7% 

Twickenham Drive to public reserve 112 83.0% 17.0% 

Erica Close to St Georges Terrace 114 78.9% 21.1% 
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Council previously undertook community consultation for the closure of the walkway from 
Clews Street to the public reserve in West Dubbo in May 2019. Six responses were received, 
three in favour of closing and three against the closure. During the recent consultation many 
respondents raised that the Clews Street walkway should also be closed. The significantly 
higher response rate from the recent consultation is believed to better capture the 
community’s sentiment towards this walkway.  
 
All walkways are proposed to be closed and where possible the land sold to adjacent 
landowners and boundary fences adjusted. Where there are technical reasons that the land 
cannot be sold to an adjacent landowner, such as in cases where there is an operational 
need to retain the land as a stormwater overland flow path or utility easement, the walkway 
will be physically closed with the erection of a security fence. 
 
It is noted that the closure would result in reduced accessibility within the neighbourhoods 
and this will adversely impact some residents. There is also the risk that walkways physically 
closed by the erection of a fence will be a long term maintenance burden for Council. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There is no current budget allocation for the closure of walkways by the erection of security 
fences. Works would need to be funded by a reduction of service to footpath maintenance 
and reconstruction projects.    
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
 

Recommendati on 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Gumtree Avenue and 

Horizon Place, Dubbo, and applications be made to sell the property to an adjacent 
landowner. If the land cannot be sold, the walkway be physically closed with the 
installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 
28 day public exhibition period. 

2. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Horizon Place and 
Meadowbank Drive, Dubbo, and the walkway be physically closed with the 
installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 
28 day public exhibition period. 

3. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Meadowbank Drive and 
Springfield Way, Dubbo, and applications be made to sell the property to an adjacent 
landowner. If the land cannot be sold the walkway be physically closed with the 
installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 
28 day public exhibition period. 
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4. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between McKay Drive and public 
reserve, Dubbo, and applications be made to sell the property to an adjacent 
landowner. If the land cannot be sold the walkway be physically closed with the 
installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 
28 day public exhibition period. 

5. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Meurer Court and public 
reserve, Dubbo, and the walkway be physically closed with the installation of black 
‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 28 day public 
exhibition period. 

6. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Rivergum Place and 
public reserve, Dubbo, and the walkway be physically closed with the installation of 
black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 28 day public 
exhibition period. 

7. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Lancaster Park Place and 
Carisbrook Place, Dubbo, and applications be made to sell the property to an adjacent 
landowner. If the land cannot be sold the walkway is physically closed with the 
installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 
28 day public exhibition period. 

8. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Twickenham Drive and 
public reserve, between 78 and 80 Twickenham Drive Dubbo, and the walkway be 
physically closed with the installation of black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end 
of the walkway following a 28 day public exhibition period. 

9. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Erica Close and St 
Georges Terrace, Dubbo, and the walkway be physically closed with the installation of 
black ‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 28 day public 
exhibition period. 

10. That Council consent to the closure of the walkway between Clews Street and public 
reserve, Dubbo, and the walkway be physically closed with the installation of black 
‘Diplomat’ security fence at each end of the walkway following a 28 day public 
exhibition period. 

11. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to complete any necessary 
documentation under delegated Power of Attorney. 

 
 

Matthew Lewis 
Manager Infrastructure Delivery  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Council received requests from property owners adjacent to multiple walkways to close the 
walkway due to anti-social activity and possible criminal activity in West Dubbo and East 
Dubbo.  The walkways in question are listed below: 
 
West Dubbo 

 Gumtree Avenue to Horizon Place 

 Horizon Place to Meadowbank Drive 

 Meadowbank Drive to Springfield Way 

 Mackay Drive to public reserve 

 Meurer Court to public reserve 

 Rivergum Place to public reserve 

 Clews Street to public reserve 
 
East Dubbo 

 Lancaster Park Place to Carisbrook Park 

 Twickenham Drive to public reserve 

 Erica Close to public reserve 
 
Maps showing the location of each walkway is included in the report (Appendix 2 (East 
Dubbo) and Appendix 3 (West Dubbo)). 
 
REPORT 
 
Council undertook community consultation for the proposed closure of walkways in West and 
East Dubbo. The consultation period ran from 10 February to 28 February 2020 with a total of 
209 submissions received via email, letter and an online survey form. A number of people 
lodged more than one submission, for example, completed the online form and also sent an 
email. Where this was identified, the multiple submissions have been combined under one 
record. A summary of results are shown in the table below: 
 
 West Dubbo 

Walkway # of 
responses 

In favour of 
closure 

Against 
closure 

Gumtree Avenue to Horizon Place 131 86.3% 13.7% 

Horizon Place to Meadowbank Drive 134 85.1% 14.9% 

Meadowbank Drive to Springfield Way 138 83.3% 16.7% 

MacKay Drive to public reserve  120 82.5% 17.5% 

Meurer Court to public reserve 121 81.0% 19.0% 

Rivergum Place to public reserve 126 82.5% 17.5% 
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East Dubbo 

Walkway # of 
responses 

In favour of 
closure 

Against 
closure 

Lancaster Park Place to Carisbrook Park 115 78.3% 21.7% 

Twickenham Drive to public reserve 112 83.0% 17.0% 

Erica Close to St Georges Terrace 114 78.9% 21.1% 

 
Attached as Appendix 1 is a copy of the comments received, comments are copied exactly as 
submitted. In general, the comments focussed on two key issues: 
 

 Crime and anti-social behaviour: The main reason cited in many submissions in favour 
of the closures. Many of the submissions claim that the walkways increase and 
encourage criminal behaviour and leave them feeling unsafe. 

 Access: The main reason for opposing the closure. Several submissions argue that they 
use the walkways to access school bus routes or walk their dogs, and would be 
inconvenienced by taking alternative routes. 

 
Other comments and suggestions for Council included: 
 

 Increasing security measures, such as CCTV and additional lighting to deter anti-social 
behaviour, rather than closing the walkways. 

 Maintenance and mowing in walkway areas that are closed but retained by Council. 
 
No responses were received directly from schools in the area of the walkways. Details of 
Council’s community consultation process were included in school newsletters. A 
representative of the local NSW Police was contacted and advised that police would be more 
than happy for the walkways to be closed.  
 
Council previously undertook community consultation for the closure of the walkway from 
Clews Street to public reserve in West Dubbo in May 2019. Six responses were received, 
three in favour of closing and three against the closure. As there was not majority in favour of 
the closure a report to Council was not provided at the time. During the recent consultation 
many respondents raised that the Clews Street walkway should also be closed. The 
significantly higher response rate from the recent consultation due to improved community 
engagement is believed to better capture the community’s sentiment towards this walkway.  
 
Initial investigations have identified technical reasons why the land for the walkways listed 
below cannot be sold to an adjacent landowner. This is primarily due to there being an 
operational need to retain the land as a stormwater overland flow path or utility easement. 
The walkways listed below will be physically closed with the erection of a security fence. For 
all other walkways Council would investigate selling the land to adjacent landowners with 
boundary fences adjusted. If Council is unable to sell the land the walkways would be 
physically closed by erection of a security fence.  
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Walkways where land cannot be sold: 

 Horizon Place to Meadowbank Drive 

 Meurer Court to public reserve 

 Rivergum Place to public reserve 

 Clews Street to public reserve 

 Twickenham Drive to public reserve 

 Erica Close to public reserve 
 
Although the majority of respondents are in favour of the closure of all walkways, it is noted 
that the closure of walkways due to anti-social behaviour may get short term results, 
however in the long term the local community may suffer. Accessibility within the 
neighbourhood will be reduced and opportunities for recreational walking and other health 
pursuits will be impacted by the loss of public amenity.  
 
Physical closure of walkways by the erection of a security fence also has potential to create a 
maintenance burden for Council with the risk of damage to fences, or adjoining boundary 
fences, to maintain access to the walkway. There is also the risk of the walkways being 
accessed via adjacent boundary fences and being used as protected areas for anti-social 
behaviour or for illegal dumping of waste. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Based on approximately 80% of respondents being in favour of the closure of each walkway, 
it is recommended all walkways are closed by either selling the land to the adjacent 
landowner or physically closing the walkway by erection of a security fence. 
 
 
 
 

Appendices: 
1⇩  Proposed Walkway Closures - East and West Dubbo - Summary of Responses   
2⇩  Proposed Walkway Closures - East Dubbo - Location Plan   
3⇩  Proposed Walkway Closures - West Dubbo - Location Plan   
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4. Dr oug ht C onting ency and Water Emergency R esponse Plan 2020 

 

 

REPORT: Drought Contingency and Water 
Emergency Response Plan 2020 

AUTHOR: Plans of Management Officer 
REPORT DATE: 18 March 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/226         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Response Plan 2020 (DCWERP) has been 
prepared to replace previous plans issued for both former Dubbo City and Wellington 
Councils. The previous plans were due for review by June 2020. The new plan will be a 
consolidated Dubbo Regional Council plan. 
 
The DCWERP is based on the NSW Best Practice Guidelines for Drought Management Plan 
(DMP) development. It follows the structure specified in the NSW guidelines and expands on 
aspects that were introduced during the plan development that are specific to Dubbo 
Regional Council. These include: 
 

 Clear protocols to assist Council in its decision making and governance processes 
during drought events. 

 Emergency management processes and the appropriate high level responses. 

 Incorporation of NSW State Government Audit feedback from the Drought 
Management Plan 2015. 

 Integration of concerns identified in the NSW Advisory Integrated Water Cycle 
Management Issues Paper 2019. 

 
The plan that is presented is an adaptive management approach. It allows Council to monitor 
the operation of restrictions, prioritise community needs through structured principles and 
effect water security requirements during drought events. 
 
Consultation during development of the Plan included meetings with Council’s Infrastructure 
Team and NSW Government representatives from the Department of Planning, Industry and 
Environment (DPIE) and WaterNSW. Target triggers shown in the operation of the plan have 
been discussed and represent an agreed approach. The approach agreed departs from 
previous DMP documents as it removes sole reliance on surface water levels at Burrendong 
Dam to dictate water restrictions. The plan presented provides a series of decision making 
tools of which surface water trigger information is a part. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Future recommendations within the plan allow for funding to be sourced through grants 
processes to continue to develop water and sewer infrastructure, Council facilities and 
monitoring technology during drought recovery periods. 
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Any infrastructure projects listed in the plan are subject to separate detailed consideration 
by Council and are strategic in nature.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
The delivery of the Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Response Plan 2020 will 
require public exhibition and will become policy for the next five years, once formally 
adopted. 
 
Exhibition is anticipated to be extended to 40 days to allow detailed community consultation 
and further consideration with other Government agencies. 
 

Recommendati on 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Response Plan be noted. 
2. That the Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Response Plan be placed on 

public exhibition for 40 days. 
3. That a further report at the conclusion of the exhibition period be provided to Council 

for adoption of the Plan. 
 
 

Belinda Rollason 
Plans of Management Officer  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Background references for NSW Best practice, DCC Drought Management Plan and relevant 
legislation are within the DCWERP. 
 
REPORT 
 
The Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Management Plan is attached as 
Appendix 1. An overview of the preparation of the plan is below. 
 
Setting the Context 
 
The introduction to the plan covers the process taken to develop the plan across the Local 
Government Area, covering current context plan, major issues, objectives, planning and 
strategies for water supply. The document plan structure follows underlying principles of 
water management during drought to: 
 

 Set a framework for delivery of drought specific actions. 

 Ensure human health needs are met. 

 Community and business needs can be met to operate for as long as possible. 

 Give certainty to business operators. 

 Provide deliverable actions for Council. 

 Sustain liveability and sense of place. 

 Increase data accuracy and efficiency. 
 
Operation of the DCWERP 
The 2017/2020 drought conditions resulted in a deeper understanding of the social and 
financial impacts that restrictions cause within the community. Data availability to support 
the introduction of drought measures within the plan are a result of the conditions and 
impacts of the drought.  As a result, Dubbo Regional Council has resolved an improved 
Council position to assess and support its decision making. A two staged approach has been 
developed to implement the plan. It breaks down governance and roles based on the 
restriction levels: 
 

 Stage 1: Restrictions levels 1-3 minimal financial and social impact with a focus on 
preparation and behavioural change. 

 Stage 2: Restrictions levels 4-6 Financial and social impact due to lower water 
resources. 

 
From Level 4, water restrictions may affect the economic sustainability of the Region.  
Negotiation with NSW State Government is recommended to support a secure allocation of 
water to the Dubbo Regional Council Region from surface water, and on-going delivery of 
water strategy works to secure additional supplies. Council will continue liaison with 
WaterNSW and Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to manage the risk that 
Burrendong Dam levels will be reduced to a point that Level 4 restrictions would need to 
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come into effect, and to secure additional supplies should, in extreme circumstances, the 
Macquarie River cease to flow. 
 
The Council support tools and triggers are discussed in detail. 
 
Recommendations of the Plan 
 
The plan recommends undertaking the actions based on drought and water emergency 
conditions to improve: 
 

 Dubbo effluent reuse and maximise the potential of this supply. 

 Add new bore connections to WTPs in Wellington, Geurie and Dubbo. 

 Community education and water demand reduction for both residential and 
commercial. 

 Improved Council facility and parkland water efficiency. 

 Scope and delivery of the regional pipelines. 
 
Additional future recovery recommendations are discussed to seek greater long term water 
security for the Region. 
 
Natural Systems and the Operating Environment. 
 
The NSW Best Practice Guidance specifies that the drought contingency planning include 
details on the current status of both the natural systems and operating environment of the 
plan.   
 
Environmental aspects are discussed across the Region. This includes a discussion on current 
climate conditions, location of the LGA, the Murray Darling Basin, Macquarie - Bogan 
Catchment, surface and ground water sources, Dubbo Regional Council city and villages and 
locality.  
 
Modelling of the current climate and future conditions include the rainfall information and 
decline of rainfall over the past five years leading into the current drought.  
 
The operating environment includes the population demographics of the LGA and predictions 
for future growth. It also covers the legislative environment in which water supply and sewer 
operations are determined. The sharing plans for the Macquarie Bogan catchment are 
discussed at high level to support the contextual information requirements of the plan. 
 
Governance covers Council’s operation of the plan. The 2016/2020 drought conditions have 
resulted in a specialised whole of Council team being formed (the Drought Coordinated 
Response Team) that was highly effective. The plan covers the governance structures, roles 
and responsibilities of Council as a requirement of NSW best practice.  
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Water Supply and Demand Management 
 
This section covers the water supply systems across the LGA. The DCWERP covers the supply 
system including all communities covered by reticulated systems, those with localised supply 
and water cartage options for drought. This document covers plans and all water supply 
schemes in the service areas. Surface water allocation is covered including water supply 
locations and licensing. Burrendong Dam levels are graphed for information regarding inflow 
data. Surface water at Burrendong Dam and Windamere Dam volume data is detailed as part 
of the water supply information for Council. 
 
Groundwater analysis is across the LGA covering Dubbo, Wellington, Geurie and Mumbil.  
Bore names and licences are detailed. Council’s water treatment processes are included as 
well as the sewage and stormwater system. This inclusion is based on developments within 
Council to consider, scope and further develop opportunities for water recycling. Currently 
some water from John Gilbert WTP is reused for irrigation of parks. Monitoring of Council 
facilities has resulted in improvements, to date, of water efficiency. 
 
The water supply section defines large water users and improvements to deliver an 
appropriate water-saving regime across all Dubbo city parks. 
 
The DCWERP covers four elements of water demand; monitoring, forecasting, planning and 
implementation. Historic demand data has indicated that Council residents use an average of 
357.4 kL which is more than the state wide average of 271.8 kL. Forecast extraction needs for 
future supply have been considered in the DCWERP. Further information from data collected 
throughout the 2017/2019 drought indicate that education with the restrictions has had 
impact on water use efficiency. During the 2017/2020 drought Council has progressively 
implemented tighter water restrictions. 
 
Emergency Response Planning 
 
Due to consideration of the Business Continuity Plan in context of drought management, a 
water emergency response plan has been included. Management and minimisation of risks 
are considered at a high level.  
 
SUMMARY 
 
It is recommended that the Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Response Plan be 
placed on public exhibition for 40 days, followed by a report to Council for adoption of the 
Plan. 
 
 
 

Appendices: 
1⇩  Drought Contingency and Water Emergency Management Plan   
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5. 2019/2020 Fi nancial  Assistance Program - Round Two 

 

 

REPORT: 2019/2020 Financial Assistance 
Program - Round Two 

AUTHOR: Director Liveability 
REPORT DATE: 17 February 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/94         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to consider applications for financial assistance under Council’s 
2019/2020 Financial Assistance Fund programme.  
 
Advertising for the second round of 2019/2020 funding was conducted from 13 February 
2020 to 13 March 2020, with twenty-two (22) applications received, requesting a total of 
$87,353.80.  
 
It is recommended that $15,000 be funded from the $30,000 allocated in 2019/2020 budget, 
for the second round of the financial assistance program, with allocations being provided for 
ten (10) differing community groups.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Funding has been allocated in 2019/2020 budget for $30,000 in total, with $15,000 for each 
of two grant rounds. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
 

 

Recommendati on 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the report from the Director Liveability dated 17 February 2020, be noted. 
2. That funds from the 2019/2020 Financial Assistance Fund round two be allocated as 

follows: 
a) Cerebral Palsy Alliance Dubbo (CPA) $2,000 
b) Young Life Dubbo $1,000 
c) Mid Macquarie Landcare Inc $1,500 
d) Girl Guides Association of NSW Dubbo $1,000 
e) Wellington Amateur Theatrical Society (WATS) $1,000 
f) LeaderLife Limited $2,000 
g) LeaderLife Limited $2,000 
h) Ballimore Progress Association $4,500 

3. That all applicants be advised of funding application outcomes. 
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Skye Price 
Director Liveability  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Council’s Financial Assistance Program operates in accordance with Section 356 of Local 
Government Act 1993. Council's policy is to seek applications for Financial Assistance on two 
(2) occasions each financial year, each grant round totalling $15,000.  Criteria for applying for 
funding is included as a part of application forms (Appendix 1). This is the second round of 
funding for 2019/2020. Future rounds of funding will comply with Council’s Assistance Policy, 
as resolved at 26 November 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting.  
 
REPORT 
 
A copy of the application form including funding criteria is appended to this report (Appendix 
1). Council allocated $30,000 during 2019/2020 financial year, for financial assistance.  
$15,000 is allocated to each of two rounds of applications. 
 
The following table itemises applications received for the second round of 2019/2020 
funding. All amounts listed are exclusive of GST. 
 
Some organisations have not received an allocation because they are a commercial entity; 
they have received significant grant funding previously; they receive alternative income 
sources (for example, membership fees), or they do not offer a unique community service/ 
activity.   
 
Since there is only $15,000 available for the grant round, objective decisions needed to be 
made pertaining to recommendations, to ensure the greatest possible return on investment/ 
positive community outcomes. 
 
Council officers independently assessed grant applications and final recommendations were 
collectively arrived at. 
 
Upcoming grant rounds, refinement and potential upper financial limits will be introduced for 
applications, to ensure financial assistance can be extended to a reasonable quantity of 
community groups, benefiting the broader community; without diminishing the quality or 
capacity of projects and initiatives which are proposed.      
 
SUMMARY 
 

Community Group Funding Proposal and previous 
funding successes 

Monies 
Sought 

Monies 
recommended 

Songwriters and 
Original Musicians 
Association of Dubbo 
Inc. (SOMAD) 
 

Purchase Point of Sale equipment to 
enable them to operate more easily  
 
Received funding 
2018 - $1,000 sponsorship UWS2019  
2019 - $2,000 sponsorship  

$1,214  
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Community Group Funding Proposal and previous 
funding successes 

Monies 
Sought 

Monies 
recommended 

Cerebral Palsy 
Alliance Dubbo (CPA) 

Purchase a range of therapeutic 
equipment and resources to offer first-
class speech, occupational and 
physiotherapy to children, teenagers 
and adults with disability at the Dubbo 
centre. 
 
Received funding 2017 - $1,500 

$4,688.95 $2,000 

Young Life Dubbo Purchase Scooter Board Complete 
games set plus freight, to purchase a 
portable basketball system, to 
purchase super soft ball set and to 
purchase folding gym mats x 4. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$1,988.90 $1,000 

Drama Club Dubbo Defray the cost of the Dubbo Regional 
Theatre and Convention Centre for 
their musical Ella. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 
Received from various businesses and 
family donations 2019 - $3,000 

$4,360  

Saints Netball Club 
Dubbo 

Purchase good quality sporting bags 
with wheels that will last longer and be 
more practical for the teams to store 
their provided equipment. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$3,875  

Crown Lands – 
Eurimbla Public Hall 

Repair the Hall so the local community 
can use it – Christmas Carol service 
and BBQ, training for RFS, pasture and 
cropping field days, RFB meetings, 
upholstery group and school age 
agricultural camps. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$15,000  

Geurie Lions Club Inc Upgrade catering van bench space 
with stainless steel, new rubber 
flooring and purchase of a glass door 
fridge. 
 
Received reimbursement of park fees 
for Wise Park Geurie from DRC 2019 - 
$150 

$1,000  
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Community Group Funding Proposal and previous 
funding successes 

Monies 
Sought 

Monies 
recommended 

Wellington Local 
Aboriginal Lands 
Council 

Purchase a 6x4 trailer, lawn mower 
and line trimmer. This equipment to be 
lent out to tenants to maintain their 
yards. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$4,000  

Mid Macquarie 
Landcare Inc 

Purchase and install portable toilets 
for use by Work for the Dole 
participants located at the Community 
Garden on the Scout Hall property. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC 2017 
- $1,000 

$5,600 $1,500 

Outback Writers 
Centre 

To provide a Western Plains Writers’ 
Festival with workshops, venue hire 
and advertising. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC as a 
MOU with WPCC – West Words Fest 
2019 - $3,000 

$7,000  

Girl Guides 
Association of NSW 
Dubbo 

Create a herb and vegetable garden at 
the West Dubbo Guide Hall. Support 
outdoor activities and active lifestyle 
at the main annual Guide camp - 
consumables and equipment, food and 
transport costs/fuel. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC 2019 
- $1,500 

$2,530 $1,000 

Delroy High P&C 
Association 

Provide a co-contribution to the 
acquisition of two (2) filtered and 
chilled drinking fountain and bottle 
refill stations. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$657  

Wellington Amateur 
Theatrical Society 
(WATS) 

Purchase four (4) wireless microphone 
sets, so all performers can be 
equipped with microphones. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC in 
2018 - $4,768.37 

$1,516 $1,000 
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Community Group Funding Proposal and previous 
funding successes 

Monies 
Sought 

Monies 
recommended 

Wellington 
Aboriginal Co-
operative Society 

Install a sheltered yarning circle for the 
elderly flats, so the elders can come 
together to meet 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$5,000  

Central West 
Leadership Academy 

Pay NASA team airfares and transfers 
from Sydney to Dubbo for 8 people 
and food for the NASA team for 3 days. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC – 
Community Services Fund 2018 - 
$5,300 and 2019 - $500 

$4,800  

NSW Central West 
Muslims Association 

Fund ‘Celebrating Eid Festival’ in 
Dubbo to cover the cost for kids’ 
activities: Jumping Castle, Merry-go 
Round, Pony rides etc. 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$5,000  

LeaderLife Limited Purchase program and activity 
resources for 10 weeks for CATALYST 
Delroy Campus. 
 
Received prior funding from DRC 2019 
- $2,000 

$2,000 $2,000 

LeaderLife Limited Purchase four (4) computes with 
software and Trend Micro Protection 
to assist in running their programs 
 
Received prior funding from DRC 2019 
- $2,000 

$3,829.95 $2,000 

Dubbo Model 
Railway Club Inc 

Improve disability access via improved 
flooring surface; and to vermin proof a 
cabinet in the kitchen area 
 
No prior funding from DRC 

$2,750  

Ballimore Progress 
Association 

Purchase an electric BBQ, installation 
of a concrete slab for BBQ and power 
connection for BBQ 
 
Received prior funding from DRC 2019 
- $4,000 for BBQ purchase & install 

$10,544 $4,500 

Totals  $87,353.80 $15,000 
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Appendices: 
1⇩  Financial_Assistance_Fund_Application_Form_interactive   
2⇩  Financial Assistance Fund - Guidelines   
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Financi al Assistance Fund - Guidelines  
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6. Incr ease to Chaper one Subsi dy for Sister City Student Exchange 

 

 

REPORT: Increase to Chaperone Subsidy 
for Sister City Student Exchange  

AUTHOR: Sister Cities Officer 
REPORT DATE: 4 March 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/153         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Each year Dubbo Regional Council recruits four (4) chaperones from the local community to 
accompany students on annual sister city student exchange visits to Asian sister cities.  
Successful applicants receive a subsidy towards their travel costs. There are increasing 
responsibilities in fulfilling the chaperone role and during recent years the number of suitably 
qualified applicants has declined. In order to reverse this trend, and in recognition of the 
level of responsibility associated with the role of sister city chaperone, it is recommended 
that Council increase the subsidy.     
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
A nominal $2,000 increase to the sister city budget, as an additional subsidy for the 
chaperones responsible for the welfare of the Dubbo students during annual sister city 
student exchange visits to Minokamo and Wujiang.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
 

Recommendati on 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the sister cities chaperone subsidy be increased from $1,000 to $1,500 per chaperone, 
resulting in an additional $2,000 budget allocation to the sister city budget.   
 
 

Kylie Sutherland 
Sister Cities Officer  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Each year, Dubbo Regional Council seeks applications from local residents interested in 
chaperoning the Dubbo students who visit Wujiang and Minokamo, as part of the sister city 
student exchange. There are two chaperones, generally one male and one female, for each of 
the Minokamo and Wujiang student exchange delegations. Currently each chaperone 
receives a $1,000 subsidy from Council, to assist in covering the cost of travel.  Each student 
also receives a $1,000 subsidy. The cost of visits for the chaperones who participated during 
the 2019 student exchange was approximately $2,800.  
 
REPORT 
 
During recent years, there have been fewer applicants interested in chaperoning sister city 
student exchange. It is a significant responsibility to escort a group of high school students 
overseas, particularly given the rigorous legislation around working with children and 
increased community expectations related to duty of care. Council ensures that at least one 
of the chaperones has experience in supervising students on overnight excursions, for a 
number of days. It is also preferable that the chaperones have previously travelled overseas.  
All chaperones must have current working with children checks.    
 
If a student is homesick, becomes ill or has an injury, the chaperones are responsible for 
managing their wellbeing (this could include supervision of any medical treatment and 
hospitalisation) until such time as a parent or guardian arrives and takes responsibility for the 
student. They also need to ensure that the student’s behaviour is exemplary as they are 
representing Dubbo Regional Council. Chaperones are required to manage a range of other 
matters including the travel itinerary and are often required to intervene to ensure that travel 
providers meet their obligations as set out in the tour itinerary.   
   
SUMMARY 
 
In order to continue to attract a high calibre of chaperone for Council’s sister city student 
exchange with the required skills and experience, it is recommended that the subsidy per 
chaperone be increased from $1,000 to $1,500. This increase will be an additional $2,000 
budget allocation for the sister cities activities budget. This proposed increased payment will 
also suitably recognise the level of responsibility associated with fulfilling the role of 
chaperone.  
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