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Page 
  
CEC20/36 INVESTMENTS UNDER SECTION 625 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

ACT - AUGUST 2020 (ID20/1084) 2 
The Committee had before it the report dated 1 September 2020 
from the Director Organisational Performance regarding 
Investments Under Section 625 of the Local Government Act - 
August 2020. 
 
 

CEC20/37 DUBBO REGIONAL LIVESTOCK MARKETS - FUTURE PLANNING 
(ID20/1059) 6 
The Committee had before it the report dated 14 August 2020 from 
the Director Culture and Economy regarding Dubbo Regional 
Livestock Markets - Future Planning. 
 
 

CEC20/38 DEDICATION OF ROADS, BODANGORA - WELLINGTON NORTH 
SOLAR FARM (ID20/1017) 32 
The Committee had before it the report dated 9 August 2020 from 
the Property Development Officer regarding Dedication of Roads, 
Bodangora - Wellington North Solar Farm. 
 
  



CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE 
14 SEPTEMBER 2020 CEC20/36 
 

CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE  Page 2 

 

 

REPORT: Investments Under Section 625 
of the Local Government Act - August 
2020 

AUTHOR: Director Organisational Performance 
REPORT DATE: 1 September 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/1084         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
As required by Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, set out below 
are the details of all monies that Council has invested under Section 625 of the Local 
Government Act as at 31 August 2020. 
 
Investments, when placed, have been done so in accordance with the Local Government Act, 
Local Government Regulations and Council’s Investment Policy and Strategy. Interest on 
investments for the month of August 2020 has been accounted for on an accrual basis. This 
report details investments and annualised returns for the month of August 2020. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Interest earned on investments has been included within Council’s 2020/2021 Operational 
Plan, with total income generated from the Investment Portfolio forecast to be in excess of 
$3,500,000.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the information contained within the report of the Director Organisational 
Performance dated 1 September 2020, be noted. 
 
 

Dean Frost 
Director Organisational Performance  
 

 
 
 
  



CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE 
14 SEPTEMBER 2020 CEC20/36 
 

CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE  Page 3 

 
 
PORTFOLIO OVERVIEW as at 31/08/2020 
 
The below table details Council’s current investment portfolio: 
 

 
 
^ NAB is inclusive of Councils cash account.  
^AMP is inclusive of Councils 31 day notice saver account. 

 
 
 
INTEREST INCOME From: 01/08/2020 To: 31/08/2020 

 
The below table details payments of interest paid to Council between 1 August 2020 and 31 August 2020: 
 

 
 
^ Interest received consists of payments made to Council’s allocated bank account and are exclusive of accruing interest.  
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INVESTMENT BY ASSET CLASS as at 31/08/2020 

 
The following table details Councils investment holdings by investment type: 
 

 
^Legend: TD = Term Deposit, FRTD = Floating Rate Term Deposit, FRN = floating Rate Note  

 
 
FUTURE MATURITY CASHFLOW as at 31/08/2020 

 
The below table details the expected cash flow of future investment maturity: 
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BUDGET TO ACTUAL – INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS as at 31/08/2020 

 

 
 
SUMMARY 

 
Cash Account 
Council outperformed the 11am Official Cash Rate market benchmark for 1 month annualised 
return of 0.25%, achieving a return of 0.65% for its At Call investments for the month of 
August 2020.  
 
Investment Portfolio 
Council outperformed the 1 month annualised Bloomberg AusBond Bank Bill Index of 0.11%, 
with an average return of 1.06% for its overall portfolio return 
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REPORT: Dubbo Regional Livestock 
Markets - Future Planning  

AUTHOR: Director Culture and Economy 
REPORT DATE: 14 August 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/1059         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A workshop was held with key stakeholders of Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets on 21 July 
2020. The workshop was designed to discuss future planning for the facility and provide 
opportunity for all stakeholder to raise issues and opportunities. 
 
The workshop was professionally facilitated by Western Research Institute, and a final report 
is attached as Appendix 1.  
 
As detailed in this report, key items discussed included creation of a saleyards committee or 
advisory panel, review of store cattle sales, review of transit stock management and 
operational maintenance communication. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications arising from this report. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
 
 

  



CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE 
14 SEPTEMBER 2020 CEC20/37 
 

CULTURE, ECONOMY AND CORPORATE COMMITTEE  Page 7 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the information contained within the report of the Director Culture and 

Economy dated 14 August 2020, be noted. 
2. That Council call for expressions of interest for the Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets 

Technical Advisory Panel based with membership comprising the Mayor (or 
nominee), and two (2) Councillors, the Chief Executive Officer, the Director Culture 
and Economy, the Manager Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets, the President and one 
(1) nominee of Dubbo Stock and Station Agents Pty Ltd, one (1) buyer representative, 
one (1) carrier representative, two (2) producer representatives, one (1) management 
representative from Fletchers International and one (1) representative from Local 
Land Services. 

3. That Council determine the two (2) Councillor Representatives for the Dubbo 
Regional Council Technical Advisory Panel.  

4. That Council continue to work with stakeholders to address recommendations arising 
from the future planning workshop and outlined in the consultant’s report, Appendix 
1. 

 

Natasha Comber 
Director Culture and Economy  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Council operates the Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets (DRLM). Sales are operated through 
license agreements with 12 Stock and Station Agents. Council engages with agents 
individually on singular operational issues, and through the Dubbo Stock and Station Agents 
(DSSA) for collective issues, strategic planning and business development matters. DRLM is a 
self-sustaining Council business operation, and annually returns funds to general rates and 
revenue. 
 
Significant investment has been made at DRLM over the past five (5) years. $13.85 M in 
upgrades and improvement projects completed include: 
 
•  2020 - $1.6 M truck wash 
•  2019 - $750K additional shade sails in cattle yards 
•  2018-19 - $100K fencing and grid upgrades 
• 2018 - $300K workshop 
• 2017 - $6.6 M cattle yards 
• 2015- $4.5 M sheep yards 
 
In addition, Council has developed the concept plans for a road and entry upgrade valued at 
$8 M and a new administration, café and amenities building. Further investment to support 
efficient operations at the DRLM over the past 12 months include a $13,000 Wi-Fi investment 
and $60,000 investment in scanning equipment as requested by the licensed agents. 
 
As an essential service to the region, state and Australia, and a key contributor to the region’s 
economy, collaborative and effective future planning is essential for DRLM. Western Research 
Institute (WRI) was commissioned by Council to facilitate a future planning workshop on 21 
July 2020 with key stakeholders for strategic planning purposes. A report compiled by WRI is 
attached as Appendix 1. 
 
Stakeholders invited to the workshop included: 
 

 All Councillors  

 All 12 agent principles 

 Dubbo Stock and Station Agents  

 Producer, transporter, buyers and stock feeders representatives – based on former 
Saleyards committee membership 

 Local Land Services 

 Council staff 
 

A full list of invited stakeholder invites and attendees is listed on page 4 of the Final Report 
(Appendix 1). 
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Opportunity was taken at this meeting to present and discuss: 
 

 Design/location of new administration, café and amenity facilities 

 Livestreaming of sales 

 Boothenba Road entrance upgrade 

 Transit stock  

 Store sale performance – opportunities and issues 

 Operational review, including areas for operational improvement 
 
REPORT 
 
As identified in the Final Report (Appendix 1) a number of items where raised by stakeholders 
and discussed at the workshop. 
 
A summary of the key items including background and consultant recommendations are 
listed below. 
 
Key item 1: Establishment of DRLM Committee or Advisory Panel  
 
Stakeholders discussed the importance of future planning and transparency regarding 
business operation of DRLM. Currently the Council communicate with stakeholders through 
individual project consultation, onsite, daily operational issue resolution and meetings with 
the DSSA.  
 
Previously Council had a Saleyards Advisory Committee comprising the Mayor, four (4) 
Councillors, the General Manager, the Director Economic Development and Business, the 
Manager Saleyards and Showground, two (2) representatives nominated by Dubbo Stock and 
Station Agents Pty Ltd, one (1) representative nominated by buyers, one (1) representative 
nominated by carriers, one (1) representative nominated by sheep producers, one (1) 
representative nominated by cattle producers and Mr Roger Fletcher. 
 
Workshop Report recommendation:  

Council to consider reinstating the committee or stakeholder advisory panel to involve key 
stakeholders in future planning of the site and services. The panel attendance and outcome 
should be reviewed at 12 months to ensure it is providing value to Council and stakeholders 
12 months to ensure is adding value. 

 

Council resolved at the Council meeting held 24 August 2020, that a Dubbo Regional Livestock 
Markets Technical Advisory Panel be established.   
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It is proposed that the panel comprise of the Mayor (or nominee), and two (2) Councillors, 
the Chief Executive Officer, the Director Culture and Economy, the Manager Dubbo Regional 
Livestock Markets, the President and one (1) nominee of Dubbo Stock and Station Agents Pty 
Ltd, one (1) buyer representative, one (1) carrier representative, two (2) producer 
representatives, one (1) management representative from Fletchers International and one (1) 
representative from Local Land Services. 

 

The role of the panel is to provide advice to the Chief Executive Officer on matters relating to 
the Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets. The panel’s unique industry knowledge and skills will 
inform Council decision making to maximise the performance of DRLM for benefits of the 
community and stakeholders. The panel will also contribute to future improvement strategies 
and development activities for Council’s final determination.  

 

It is proposed that Council call for expressions of interest for six (6) member positions of the 
Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets Technical Advisory Panel. Council will seek nominations 
through online application forms via the Council website. Applications for the six (6) 
representative’s positions will be reviewed by Council and a determination made based on 
the relevant experience, demonstrated skills and detailed reasons for making an application. 

 

It is proposed that the one (1) nominee of Dubbo Stock and Station Agents Pty Ltd, I addition 
to the President be determined by the board of the Dubbo Stock and Station Agents and that 
advice be provided to Council.  

 

It is also proposed that workshops be held as required with broader stakeholders to discuss 
issues, opportunities and future development of DRLM. 
 
Key item 2: Store Sales 
 
Traditionally, DRLM has hosted two combined agent store cattle sales, as Group A and Group 
B. These are generally held two to three times a month. Store sales are held in addition to the 
regular prime cattle sales with all agents involved, held weekly on a Thursday.  
 
Currently all agents (12 agents) work together on a Monday for Sheep sales and Thursday for 
Prime cattle sales, however, Friday store cattle sales of which are run generally two (2) to 
three (3) times per month are run with three (3) agents as one group and nine (9) agents as 
part of the other group. Following relaxations of stage one COVID-19 restrictions, three (3) 
combined store cattle sales have be held with all 12 agents participating.  
 
In recent years there has been increased lobbying to Council by multiple agents and users of 
DRLM for a single combined store cattle sale. It was evident at the workshop that there is 
strong support for this approach, and also strong resistance from some individual agents. 
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As demonstrated in graph below representing 15 years of data of store cattle sales, numbers 
have been declining. This decline is for a number of reasons including drought, online sales 
and increase of store stock being sold through regular prime sales. Whilst drought has 
impacted movements within the market, in the last 15 years there have been both positive 
and negative seasonal impacts. It could be reasonably suggested, that if store sales were 
operating successfully this graph would indicate more periodic increases that are evidenced 
with overall sale numbers (largely driven by the prime sales) as producers destocked as a 
result of the drought, and subsequently restocked as required. This long term, 15 year 
negative trend indicates the need for stakeholders to consider alternatives to the current 
store sale approach.   
 

 
 
As described, the above graph indicates a trend over 15 years and continuous decline in 
numbers of store cattle sold at DRLM on designated (Group A and Group B) store sale sales. 
Note, these figures are not what has been yarded (listed/marketed by Agents for sale) but 
what transactions have actually occurred and therefore delivered a return to Council. 
 
Over the past 12 months, Council has requested an agreed position from the DSSA in regards 
to this matter, unfortunately the DSSA were unable to provide Council with an agreed 
position in regards to the combining of store cattle sales. The workshop provided a platform 
for various stakeholders to present their views. 
 
Views raised included: 
 

 Impact of stock available for sale and reputational issues of having insufficient stock 
levels. 

 A single agent (not Group A or Group B but a single agent request) store sale was moved 
to Dunedoo as it was not approved for Dubbo. (NOTE: Council advised the workshop that 
the single agent request was not supported by Council at the time due to COVID-19 risk 
management measures in place, furthermore there was no letter of support provided by 
the DSSA for this event). 
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 Agents have built their reputation and the reputation of the Dubbo Regional Livestock 
Markets on the back of quality store sales. 

 Need to combine to hold one store sale so there is sufficient stock at each sale to 
continue to have the Markets recognised as a leading saleyards in NSW. 

 Council need to ultimately make the decision and consider different views of impacts on 
reputation and license agreements to determine frequency and arrangements for store 
sales. 

 
Workshop report recommendation:  
DRLM Management to detail in report to Council a two stage strategy for store sales 
frequency. The first stage while stock levels are rebuilding and the second stage for when 
stock levels are back to typical levels 
 
It is proposed that this two stage strategy be presented at the first meeting of the Dubbo 
Regional Livestock Markets Technical Advisory Panel meeting. Council will present a summary 
of stakeholder views and provide evidence of impacts of decisions for further consideration 
and for Council’s final decision.  
 
Key item 3: Transit stock 
 
Given DRLM position at the cross roads of three (3) highways, many carriers see DRLM as an 
ideal position to rest stock. Agents utilise facility to distribute stock purchased from other 
centres, online and from private sales at no cost currently. 
 
Transit stock cause concerns for a number of reasons including increased traffic, WHS, wear 
and tear on facility, chain of responsibility and biosecurity. In some cases stock are dropped a 
few days before sale and some stock can be left for weeks after sale which causes concerns 
for a number of reasons including maintenance costs, liability, animal welfare and capacity 
for all users. This utilisation is not in the spirit of the facility. 
 
Currently, there are no charges in the 2020/2021 Fees and Charges for transit stock. Council 
attempted to introduce charges in 2016, however the operational complexity and pushback 
from stakeholders resulted in the fee being removed. As DRLM is effectively a 24 hour 7 day a 
week operation, the cost to administer management of transit stock is a factor.  
 
Workshop report recommendation:  
All stakeholders conceded it was time to implement charges and rules for managing stock in 
transit and that this needed to be supported by all stakeholders.  
 
It is proposed that a DRLM transit policy be developed and presented to the Dubbo Regional 
Livestock Markets Technical Advisory Panel. This policy will be clear in its intent and that it 
applies to all users, including stock and station agents. This item should also be considered by 
the Advisory Panel in accordance with consideration of fees and charges for passed in stock 
as this is another example of activity with DRLM that is not being accounted for. 
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Key item 4: site maintenance management 
 
Stakeholders raised the opportunity to improve communications of operational items. 
 
Workshop report recommendation: 
Numerous items have been proposed to increase and improve communication on operational 
issues or maintenance. This includes increased communication from Council regarding 
maintenance work undertaken so stakeholders are aware of how limited resources are being 
utilised. This will assist in increasing stakeholders understanding of the operational priorities 
for Council in the interest of safety, regulations and optimal site performance.  
 
The Manager Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets will meet with President Dubbo Stock and 
Station Agents on a monthly basis to conduct a site walk though and discuss maintenance 
issues raised.  
 
Key item 5: Online Selling 
 
The industry is seeing more people selling online via various services and this is particularly 
evident in the store cattle sale space. A service provider indicated that the site has technical 
capability (Wi-Fi) to support.  
 
Workshop report recommendation: 
Consideration of online sales in COVID-19 impacted times where limitations of who can come 
on site to be undertaken. DSSA to provide formal advice to Council with regard to integration 
of online selling. Council to consider any future investment required to facilitate online 
integration of an online sales service. Council have formally requested the DSSA to provide 
advice on integration of online sales at DRLM.  
 
 
SUMMARY 
A planning workshop for Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets was professionally facilitated by 
Western Research Institute on 21 July 2020. 
 
The workshop was attended by a number of key stakeholders, and key items discussed 
included creation of a Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets committee or panel, review of store 
cattle sales, review of transit stock management and operational maintenance 
communication.  
 
It is proposed that Council continue to work with stakeholders to address recommendations 
arising from the future planning workshop.  
 
 
 

Appendices: 
1⇩  Dubbo Regional Livestock Markets - Future Planning Workshop - Final Report - July 

2020 
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REPORT: Dedication of Roads, Bodangora 
- Wellington North Solar Farm 

AUTHOR: Property Development Officer 
REPORT DATE: 9 August 2020 
TRIM REFERENCE: ID20/1017         

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In 2018, AGL Pty Ltd, the original developer of the Wellington North Solar Farm at 
Bodangora, commenced discussions with Council for the closure and disposal of two road 
reserves which traversed their development site. 
 
Council at its meeting held on 14 May 2018 considered a report in respect of a proposed 
road closure of unformed road off Cobbora Road North of Wellington and resolved:  
 
“1. That Council consent to an application being made by the owner of Lot 82 in DP 2987 
 (Anthony Inder) to close the road corridor adjoining the western boundary of this lot; 
 and to close the road corridor adjoining the southern boundary of Lot 78 in DP 2987 for 
 purpose of providing a site to establish a solar farm project. 
2. That Council note the closure of these two (2) roads is to be part of a proposal to 

consolidate Lots 77 to 82 in DP 2987 and the applicant proposes to lodge a Subdivision 
Application to include the creation of a Right of Way through the consolidated parcel 
and Lot 76 in DP 2987 to ensure legal access to Cobbora Road for both the proposed 
consolidated parcel and the residue holding east of the consolidated parcel. 

3. That it be noted that Council may be requested to approve solar farm construction 
works over the subject roads under Section 138 of the Roads Act, should the road 
closure and land disposal process take longer than the proposed commencement date 
of the solar farm construction. 

4. That any necessary documents be executed under the Chief Executive Officer’s Power of 
Attorney.” 

 
This resolution supported Council’s closure and disposal of the road reserves for the solar 
farm as proposed by AGL. 
 
AGL’s Wellington North Solar Farm has now been sold to Lightsource BP (a subsidiary of 
British Petroleum Pty Ltd), and Lightsource BP have re-confirmed their requirement for the 
road reserves.  
 
Lightsource BP’s immediate concern is that they gain Council’s formal consent for the use 
and development of the roads reserves. They require this to achieve their State Significant 
Development (SSD) approval from the NSW Department of Planning. The closure and 
disposal of the road reserves to them can be undertaken at a later date.   
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The legal status of the road reserves as historic ‘private’ roads prevents Council’s consent 
being provided until such time as the road reserves are formally dedicated to the public as 
council public roads. 
 
Council may dedicate the road reserves as council public roads pursuant to ‘Roads Act 1993 
Division 2 Resolution of doubts concerning status of certain roads’ (Clauses 16 and 17), 
following the giving of notice (28 days) to the current proprietor, no objection being received 
from them, and a notice being published in the NSW Government Gazette dedicating the 
land to the public as a road. The current proprietor is understood to be ANZ Bank (historically 
the Bank of Australasia). 
 
Herein, it is recommended that the notification and dedication of the road reserves as 
Council Public Roads is undertaken by Council, and if no objection is received, that Council 
consents to Wellington North Solar Farms use and development of the future council public 
road reserves. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
All costs in relation to the road dedication and road closure process, including Council staff 
time, will be recovered from the applicant. 
 
Upon the road being closed and vested in Council, the subject land be sold to the operator of 
the solar farm. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no policy implications arising from this report. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That Council notify the current proprietor of the subject ‘private’ road reserves of its 

intention to dedicate them to the public as roads (council public roads) pursuant to 
the Roads Act 1993, Division 2, Clause 17. 

2. Subject to no objection being raised, that Council dedicate the subject ‘private’ road 
reserves to the public as roads (council public roads) pursuant to the Roads Act 1993, 
Division 2, Clause 16.  

3. That following the dedication of the ‘private’ road reserves to the public as roads 
(council public road), Council proceed to formally close the road and sell that portion 
of land to the solar farm operator. 

4. That Council permit the North Wellington Solar Farm to be developed upon subject 
land, once it is gazetted as public road, whilst awaiting the formal road closure 
process to complete. 

5. That all documentation in relation to this matter be executed under power of 
Attorney. 

 
 

Alex Noad 
Property Development Officer  
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BACKGROUND 
 
Wellington North Solar Farm (WNSF) is located 5km north of Wellington. It is a State 
Significant Development (SSD), currently under modified development assessment by the 
NSW Department of Planning. It is shown in Figure 1 below in relation to surrounding state 
significant developments. 
 

 
Figure 1: Locality Map showing Wellington North Solar Farm (originally AGL, now Lightsource 
BP) highlighted in yellow, adjoining Wellington Solar Farm (Lightsource BP). 
 
REPORT 
 
In 2018, AGL Pty Ltd, the original developer of the Wellington North Solar Farm (WNSF), 
commenced discussions with Council for the closure and disposal of two road reserves which 
traverse their development site. The site and the subject road reserves are shown in Figures 2 
and 3 below.   
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Figure 2: Wellington North Solar Farm – Indicative Layout 
 
 

 
Figure 3: Subject ‘Private’ Road reserves outlines in red – Intended to be dedicated to the 
public as Council Public Road. 
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As originally proposed, the closure and disposal of the road reserves was to be to Mr Anthony 
and Penelope Inder, the owners of the farm on which the solar farm would be placed, for 
their subsequent sale and transfer to AGL Pty Ltd with Inder’s property in due course. 
 
Council at its meeting held on 14 May 2018 considered a report in respect of a proposed road 
closure of unformed road off Cobbora Road North of Wellington and resolved:  
 
“1. That Council consent to an application being made by the owner of Lot 82 in DP 2987 
 (Anthony Inder) to close the road corridor adjoining the western boundary of this lot; 
 and to close the road corridor adjoining the southern boundary of Lot 78 in DP 2987 for 
 purpose of providing a site to establish a solar farm project. 
2. That Council note the closure of these two (2) roads is to be part of a proposal to 

consolidate Lots 77 to 82 in DP 2987 and the applicant proposes to lodge a Subdivision 
Application to include the creation of a Right of Way through the consolidated parcel 
and Lot 76 in DP 2987 to ensure legal access to Cobbora Road for both the proposed 
consolidated parcel and the residue holding east of the consolidated parcel. 

3. That it be noted that Council may be requested to approve solar farm construction 
works over the subject roads under Section 138 of the Roads Act, should the road 
closure and land disposal process take longer than the proposed commencement date of 
the solar farm construction. 

4. That any necessary documents be executed under the Chief Executive Officer’s Power of 
Attorney.” 

 
AGL’s Wellington North Solar Farm has now been sold to Lightsource BP (a subsidiary of 
British Petroleum Pty Ltd), and Lightsource BP have re-confirmed their requirement for the 
road reserves and Councils consent to be provided. 
 
Lightsource BP’s immediate concern is that they require Council’s formal consent for the use 
and development of the roads reserves. They require this to achieve their State Significant 
Development (SSD) approval from the NSW Department of Planning. The closure and disposal 
of the road reserves to them can be undertaken in due course.   
 
However, further investigation of the status of the road reserves has revealed that the roads 
are not Council’s rather they are ‘private’ roads that were provided for in subdivision 
(Deposited Plan 2987) registered circa 1887. In such scenarios road reserves are comprised as 
residue in the subdivided certificate of title and remain in the name of the original subdivider, 
the Bank of Australasia. This is now understood to be the ANZ Bank.    
 
Having established the legal status of the road reserves as ‘private’ roads, Council cannot 
grant consent to Lightsource BP for their use and development of the road reserves, until the 
road reserves are formally dedicated to the public as roads (council public roads). 
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Council may dedicate the road reserves as Council public roads pursuant to ‘Roads Act 1993 
Division 2 Resolution of doubts concerning status of certain roads’, which provides for such 
scenarios. Council may do this following the giving of notice (28 days) to the current 
proprietor (Clause. 17), no objection being received, and a Gazette Notice being published in 
the NSW Government Gazette to dedicate the land as public road.  
 
The effect of the dedication is that all private interests in the land would be extinguished and 
that Council would acquire a public road. Pursuant to Clause 16(4) of the Roads Act no 
compensation is payable to any person with respect to any loss or damage arising from such a 
dedication. 
 
In this matter, it is appropriate for Council to pursue the dedication of the ‘private’ road 
reserves to the public as roads (council public roads), because it will enable council to fulfil its 
agreement with the developers of WNSF as previously resolved, and provide greater certainty 
for their closure and subsequent disposal to the solar farm in the future. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Upon investigation, the legal status of the two road reserves required by the WNSF have been 
determined to be historic ‘private’ road reserves, for which the current proprietor is the ANZ 
Bank. 
 
Accordingly, it is recommended that subject ‘private’ road reserves are dedicated to the 
public as roads (council public roads), pursuant to the relevant requirements of the Roads Act 
1993, Division 2, Clauses 16 and 17.  
 
Provided there is no objection from the current proprietor, dedicating the land to the public 
as roads will ensure that Council can fulfil its agreements with the developer to date, and 
provide greater certainty for the closure and disposal of the roads in the future.  
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